NOTICE! 


To Those Who 
Are Concerned 
About The 
Preservation 
And 
Continuation 
Of The 
Evangelical 
Witness And 
W ork Of 
The Southern 
Presbyterian 
Church 


If you join in this concern 
—a vital pressing matter 
at this time—make your 
plans to attend the annual 
meeting of this group in 
Weaverville, N. C., begin- 
ning at 10:00 o'clock in 
the morning on Wednes- 
day, August 18. Definite 
plans will be discussed and 
definite action taken. 
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EDITORIAL 


Unite With 


In Solemn Covenant” 


‘These words were used by our General Assembly 
of 1867, in answer to a long letter from the Synod 
of Kentucky, asking our solemn assurances that we 
stood with them for the great principles that had 
given them separate being. ‘The first of these great 
principles reads thus: | 


“1. CONCERNING THE DOCTRINE OF THE KING- 
SHIP OF CHRIST, AND THE MANNER IN’ WHICH 
CHRIST EXECUTETH THE OFFICE OF A KING IN 
THE VISIBLE CHURCH.” 


From a presentation of doctrinal statements 
from the catechisms and confession, the Kentucky 
Svnod held that the kingly office of Christ is “of 
the very first practical importance in the gospel 
system” “He is a teaching prophet and an 
atoning priest that he may be a reigning king. And 
his kingly office stands related to the government 
and discipline of the Church as his prophetic and 
priestly offices to the ordinances of the Word and 
sacraments ... the obligation to present truly the 
doctrine of Christ’s kingly office in the government 
and discipline of the Church to the faith of his peo- 
ple is of like force with the obligation to present 
truly the doctrine of his prophetic and _ priestly 
offices in the Word and sacraments.”’ 


“Therefore, the avoidance of all admixture of 
human maxims, policies and expediences in the ad- 
ministration of the government and discipline of 
the Church, is a duty of the same obligation as to 
avoid the admixture of human philosophies and 
theories with the dispensation of the word, or of 
human fancies with the dispensation of the sacra- 
ments. 
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‘That it is therefore not only incompetent to the 
church courts but positively a perversion of the 
truth, that they shall assume to consider and de- 
termine any other questions than those which relate 
to the government, order and discipline of Christ’s 
visible kingdom, or to determine these on grounds 
aside trom the Word of God; or to speak in 
Christ’s name and by His authority otherwise than 
to the faith and conscience of His people concerning 
things to be obeyed as enjoined by the law. ot 


Christ; 


‘That, therefore, the attempt on the part of tri- 
bunals of the Church to exercise the authority thus 
delegated to them by Christ is determining ques- 
tions merely secular, concerning which the Word 
makes no such determination, is to usurp the pre- 
rogatives of the Church’s Divine Master; and prac- 
tically to obscure to the faith of His people the 
doctrine of His kingly office.” | 


‘The other three main heads of doctrine in the 
Kentucky Letter concern the relation and contrast 
between church government and civil government ; 
the powers of the several church courts and their 
mutual relations, and the interpretation of the 
Form of Government in relation thereto. The Let. 
ter of the Synod concludes with the following re: 
quest for assurances that our General Assembl\ 
concurs with them in these positions, that ts: 


“This Synod feels unwilling to enter into 
Organic union with any large and powerful 
organization again without some such guar- 
antee to its Churches and people against 
troubles in future, similar to those just passed 
through, from want of a clear understanding 
that the Church shall have no political alli- 
ance; that the constitution is supreme—not the 
accidental majority of an Assembly; and that 
this constitution not only assigns their powers 
to the courts, but prescribes the mode of their 
exercise, and thus fully protects the great Pro- 
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testant doctrine of private judgment and lib- 
erty of conscience.”’ (Mins., G. A., 1861-68, 
Appendix 1867, Synod of Kentucky, Page 
193). 


\Ve responded to this solemn request by author- 
izing the publication in our Minutes of 1867 of the 
l.etter of the Synod of Kentucky and by saying to 
rnem. 


‘The desire of the Synod, as we apprehend 
it, is the very natural and proper desire—to be 
assured that we are in such substantial agree- 
ment with them in the principles and doctrines 
tor which they have been contending, that they 
will not be likely to have a recurrence of the 
difficulties from which they have already suf- 
fered so much, This agreement the Assembly 
can declare without any difficulty, since the 
whole existence of our Church as a separate 
organization has been an assertion of these 
principles, and a protest against those acts and 
doctrines that tend to subvert them.” (Mins., 


(5. A., 1867, Page 144). 


Further, we declared: ‘The Assembly feels free 
solmenly to assure the Synod of Kentucky not only 
of our cordial approval of, and sincere concurrence 
substantially in, the Synod’s statement of doctrine 
and constitutional principles, as contained under 
the four heads of the third division of their letter, 
but of our sincere joy to find our brethren in Ken- 
tucky so ready to unite with us in solemn cove- 
nant to the advancement and maintenance of 
these doctrines and priciples ... 


* * * 


Our Assembly kept this solemn covenant with 
Kentucky by incorporating into our Book of Church 
Order the principles they enunciated concerning 
the Kingship of Christ and the proper relations be- 
tween the several courts in the Presbyterian system, 
as well as the contrast between church courts and 
state courts. It is, however, our deliberate convic- 
tion that the Plan of Union does not maintain this 
solemn covenant, but by its RADICAL PRINCIPLES, 
Page 122, puts the majority of the General As- 
sembly up as the final arbiter in the Church without 
that limitation thereon asked by Kentucky and 
found in our Book on the Kingship of Christ and 
the superiority of the Constitution over such an 
“accidental” majority. —W.C.R. 


Ecumenicity 


‘To the average layman the word ‘ecumenical,’ 
or “ecumenicity,” has no meaning. However, in the 
ecclesiastical world these are often the most popular 
and most stressed words today. 


“Ecumenical” really means “world-wide in ex- 


tent,” but today’s usage connects it almost exclu- 


sively with the world-wide implications of the 


Church. 


However, even in church circles, there are those 
who fail to realize that its connotation in Europe 
and America are very different. In Europe the ecu- 
menical movement has been greatly used to break 
down the national barriers which have separated 
Christians. “These barriers, accentuated by two 
world wars, generated animosities and a spirit of 
distrust which kept Christians apart. 


But, thanks to the development of a spirit of 
respect and brotherhood, Christians of one nation 
were brought into fellowship with those of other 
nations, a fellowship which has brought courage and 
hope and strength to men and women divided by the 
exigencies of national, racial and political differences. 


In the European ecumenical movement Christian 
fellowship and mutual trust have been paramount. 
‘There has been no overt attempt to break down de- 
nominational lines and, according to reports from 
abroad, this is thought to be detrimental to the hope 
for real spiritual unity. 


But, here in America the situation is entirely dif- 
ferent. Here the ecumenical movement has, in the 
minds of many, become associated with an attempt to 
effect organic union between different denomina- 
tions, the ultimate goal being one united Protestant 
Church. Only too often organizational unity is 
pushed, regardless of whether spiritual unity exists. 
To these ecumenical enthusiasts the organization 
becomes of supreme importance and activities for 
union can become ruthless and without due regard 
to either theological beliefs—or lack of them—or 
the conscientious objections of those who feel that 
other considerations are more important and must 
take precedence. 


Strange to say, the theological liberalism which 
most ardently espouses the ecumenical movement 
makes the movement narrow and exclusive, for it, 
of necessity, excludes those who have strong convic- 
tions as to the content of the Christian faith. It be- 
comes a fellowship of compromise, a compromise 
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which places ecclesiastical organization before Chris- 
tian doctrine. 


If anyone doubts this statement let him try to in- 
ject into any meeting of an ecumenical group a re- 
quest for a clear-cut affirmation of the doctrines of 
the Christian faith—he will immediately find him- 
self the target of both opposition and ridicule. 


It is at this point that the fatal weakness of the 
ecumenical movement in America lies. —L.N.B. 


We All Need 
HUMILITY WITH FAITH 


“Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, 
and become as little children, ye shall not enter into 
the kingdom of heaven. Wohosoever therefore shall 
humble himself as this little child, the same 1s 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” 


Today there seems to be an almost calculated at- 
tempt to turn men away from a child-like faith. 
Human reason is exalted above divine revelation, 
and, to some, science takes precedence over spiritual 
truth. Pride of intellect is proving a terrible stumb- 
ling block to many. 


[t is high time that we evaluate and orient our 
attitudes in the light of God and of eternity. Cer- 
tainly nothing is more offensive to God than human 
pride, and yet how often we are guilty of just that. 


Sophistication has no place in the Christian's atti- 
tude. This is no plea for a childish attitude. But. 
it is an earnest plea for a child-like faith, a faith 
which takes God at His word and which_has the 


courage to act on it. 


One wonders it the ettectiveness of much that ts 
done in the name of Christ is not lost because of 
pride gi our hearts and an unwillingness to bend our 
wills to His, regardless. We are often inclined to 
look down our noses at the less cultured and less 
educated, but, neither culture nor education can save 
a man’s soul. 


‘To humble one’s heart and mind; to submit one’s 
will to God and His Christ require a child-like act 
of obedience and a deliberate act of our own wills, 
making them subordinate to Him in all things. 


One looks at some of the leadership in American 
Protestantism today with considerable misgivings. 
Among those who have renounced—or never known 
—the supernatural concept of the Christian revela- 
tion, the pride of intellect and determination to 
make a world order according to their own plans is 
an ominous sign. 


‘The writer is a regular reader of America’s out- 
standing liberal religious journal. Many weeks we 


put it down with the feeling in our heart: ‘They 
have taken away my rd, and | know not where 
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they have laid Him.’ Having rejected the comple: » 
reliability and authority of the Bible there is an ay 
of superiority, an attitude of, “we-take-Christianit, . 
on-our-own-terms,” which is utterly foreign to the 


child-like faith about which our Lord spoke. 


One wonders if God will find it necessary to grind 
America in the dust of great affliction before some 
of our theological leaders, and the victims of their 
rationalism and unbelief, can be brought to realize 
that God’s Word is the most relevant book in thie 
world today—that in it are to be found the answers 
to all of the problems of the individual and of so- 
ciety as a whole. 


But, a// of us are guilty in some degree of both 
pride and stubbornness and we need to pray that 
(sod will give to each of us that spirit of humility 
and surrender which should characterize every Chris- 
tian, 


“Let us hold fast the profession of our faith with- 
out wavering; (for he is faithful that promised).” 


B. 


Shall We Surrender 
Our Heritage? Or 
Shall We Share It? 


From time to time, our (General Assembly has 
asked the inclusion in the Plan of Union of those 
yreat events and truths of (god’s Word which He 
has made particularly vital to our Church. This is 
in full accord with what is accepted as the most 
fruitful aspect of modern ecumenism, that is: “The 
idea of a movement in which the Churches would 
give their riches, not give them up; would share 
their heritage, not surrender it.’’ Dr. Ruth Rouse 
in 4 History Of The Ecumenical Movement.” 
Page 343. When, however, we come to the current 
Plan of Union and find these requests not included. 
it gives us a sense of frustration and sadness that 
the testimonies of our fathers and of our generation 
to the truth of God has not been counted worthy 


of a place in the united Church. Here are several 


examples: 


(A) Sundry Presbyteries as well as our 1953 
(General Assembly requested the inclusion the 
Plan of our teaching of the sole Kingship of the 
Lord Jesus Christ over His Church, as set forth in 
such paragraphs of our Book of Church Order as: 
8, 9, 10, 11, *19, 58, 179. This doctrine that Christ 
is the only Lawgiver in Zion is expressed in Dr. 
B. M. Palmer's Moderatorial Sermon to our firs' 


Assembly and has given form to our church lite 


ever since. Historically it is the doctrine of the 


Protestant Reformation, of the Puritans, of the 


Scottish Covenanters, and of the Westminster D1. 


vines. Indeed, our Paragraph 8 is the Preface tc 


the Form of Presbyterian Government adopted bi 
these Westminster Divines. It is amply supportec 
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>y current studies in Biblical Theology. Yet the 
Plan does not accede to our request and does not 
‘icorporate as requested our fundamental convic- 
jon that Christ is not only the spiritual Head but . 
5 well the juridical King of His Church. 


(B) Our 1940 General Assembly instructed its 
(‘ommittee on Co-operation and Union “to safe- 
cuard the purity of doctrine.” At that time our 
1939 Assembly had just unanimously passed an 
‘aterpretation declaring that our ordination vows 
involved the acceptance of Christ as true and 
eternal God, His incarnation by His virgin birth, 
His ‘atonement, His bodily resurrection, His per- 
sonal return in glory to judge the world. Indeed, 
this 1939 action was approved by the 1940 As- 
sembly as an in thes: deliverance, as it was approved 
tor substance by the later 1942 Assembly in the 
Lilly Resolution. Further, our Church in 1940 
stood committed to the provision that one promises 
in his ordination vow to notify his Presbytery if he 
changes his views. And this provision of our Book 
of Church Order appears as the ordination yow in 
the 1943 Plan of Union. But the Plan of Union 
revised to November, 1953, and issued in 1954 


omits both of these safeguards and so disregards 


the request of our 1940 General Assembly. And it 
does so in the face of the fact that current secular 
periodicals, Look, March 23, 1954, and Time, 
April 19, 1954, show that the virgin birth of 
Christ, His physical or bodily resurrection, and 
His personal return, are no longer regarded as es- 
sential doctrines by leading ministers of the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S.A., and will not be regarded as 
essential in the Church united under the 1954 Plan. 


(C) Further, when our Church first considered 
union it was on the basis of “Regional Assemblies,” 
that at least in such a Southern Regional Assembly 
our heritage might be maintained. cf. Minutes, 
(;. A., 1938, Page 96. 


We were persuaded, however, that in ‘‘Pro- 
vincial Synods”” we could secure the equivalent of 
what we sought under Regional Assemblies and so 
our Assembly of 1940 instructed its Committee that 
the Synods be the final authority in such matters as 
purity of doctrine, local properties and endowments, 
educational institutions, administration of home and 
foreign missions, Sunday School literature. Several 
of the Plans of Union did provide for Provincial 
Svnods with enlarged powers, but the current Plan 
does not so provide and thus does not meet the re- 
quest of our General Assembly. 


It should be said that in the one matter of local 
properties, that is, disputes concerning same at the 
time of the merger, the Synods are made the court 
of final action. After the United Church is a going 
concern, however, the General Assembly and the 
(yeneral Council shall have the high authority over 
Presbyteries and Synods on this and other matters 
‘hey now exercise in the U.S.A. Church. Indeed, 
‘he RADICAL PRINCIPLES of the Plan of Union, 
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Page 122, are that a majority shall govern a mi- 
nority, a higher court, or a representation of it, 
shall govern a lower. This nullifies the request of 
our 1940 Assembly for Provincial Synods with 
final authority. 


Why not, then, decline union under this Plan 
which surrenders our heritage, and wait until one 
is presented in which we share the riches God has 
given us with the other branches of the American 


Presbyterian family ? —W.C.R. 


*Paragraph 19 was in the 1943 Plan but is not 
in the 1954 one. 


— LETTERS — 


From a Texas Lady: 


Am enclosing check for $12.50, for which please 
send the Journal for three months, beginning back 
with the issue of June 16, to the 23 individuals 
named on the list enclosed. | wish it could be more. 
When they read the editorial “Take Care” in 
June 16 issue they will realize what the General 
Assembly has done. I have shown it to several and 
they were horrified. his non-segregation on all 
levels is going to cause serious trouble in our church. 


From an Alabama Presbyterian: 

Will vou please send me Dr. J. Kenton Parker’s 
address. | am so sorry his home was destroyed by 
fire, and | want to send him a book to help begin 
another library. His Sunday School Lessons are not 
‘just another lesson,”’ but they are great sermons. 
Also thank you for the Truth in The Journal. 


(Journal readers may remember that The 
Journal, issue of June 23, carried an account of the — 
total destruction by fire of Dr. Parker’s home with 
all contents, except a few articles of dining-room 
furniture, on June 9. His address is: Rev. J. Ken- 


ton Parker, Box 7, Mount Mourne, N. C.) 


Change Of Address: 


Rev. ‘T. K. Mowbray, from Honea Path, S. C., 
to No. | Forest Street, Spartanburg, S. C. 


Wisdom From 


-Halyburton 


Assurance, therefore, does not mean, “I am on 
the way to heaven,” but rather, ‘“Whatsoever hap- 
pens, | can trust my God.” 

8 

It is better to serve the Lord in the Gospel of 
His Son than to serve the greatest Princes on earth 
in the highest station. If God helps you in this 
service to be faithful, the reward is too great to 
be expressed. 
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ANGLERS 


(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson Number 68 


The Approach — 


It might be truly stated that the “bottle-neck”’ in 
personal work is the initial approach to the pros- 
pect. In many cases the impulse ts stifled by the fear 
of “doing more harm than good,” which is one of 
the devil’s own suggestions. Fishing in streams re- 
quires cautious approach, lest the fish be frightened 
away. Some fishermen in the mountains where trout 
are very wary, crawl upon hands and knees to the 
brink, and cast the hook ever so quietly. It is done 
as notiselessly as the falling of a leaf from an over- 
hanging bush. 


The soul-winner approaches tactfully. Not with 
stealth, but with tact—and tact is simply putting 
vourself in the other fellow’s place and considering 
his need or his taste. ‘Tact quickly discovers and cor- 
rects a wrong approach, Be tactful. Be frank. Be 
courageous. Be considerate. 


Sometimes the circumstances in which you find a 
prospect give a clue to the best method of approach. 
Angling for finfish you are more apt to be effective 
if you know the fish—its habitat, its habits, its likes 


and dislikes. A good fisherman, therefore, studies 
the fish. 


Just so, your approach to a person on this—re- 
garded by many as a very delicate subject—will be 
more effective if you have learned what is his atti- 
tude toward life and toward things in general and 
in particular. Seek to get on common ground with 
him first. Manifest a keen interest (sincerely) in 
what he talks to you about. Study to be of some 
help to solve the problems he is battling with—not 
necessarily spiritual problems. ‘hese are sometimes 
obvious and do not have to be told; but avoid offend- 
ing him in offering help that is not desired, Culti- 
vate him as though you were laying your lines to 
sell him an automobile, or some real estate, or an 
insurance policy, or a big bill of goods. 


Approach him with the firm purpose of making a 
permanent friend of him, not as a transient, and not 
ostentatiously as a strong one to a weak one, but as 
yourself a poor sinner saved by grace. It may be 
stated somewhat this way: “‘We are both sinners in 
the sight of God; the only difference between us is 
that I have a Saviour and you have not; but that 
difference is wiped out the moment you accept Jesus 
Christ as your Saviour.”’ Keep yourself reminded of 
the fact that you have something he needs more than 
anything else in the world—and that is Christ. 


Study the Master Fisherman’s methods with indi- 
viduals—as for instance, with Nicodemus (John 
3:1-21); with Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1-10) ; and the 


woman of Samaria (John 4+:6-42). 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR AUGUST 1 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Christian Worship and Fellowship 


Background Scripture: Acts 2:46-47; Co- 
lossians 3:12-17; Hebrews 10:23-25. Devo- 
tional Reading: Psalms 122. 


The happiest hours for the real Christian should be those spent “in the house of the Lord’’; hours spent 
in worship and fellowship. We can, and we should, worship God in our homes, and have fellowship with 
our loved ones around the family altar. Vhis is fundamental. In the house of the Lord we have a larger 


group of the great Househo 


of Faith, and the communion of saints as they worship together is a fore- 


taste of the time when that great multitude which no man can number will meet around the throne of 


in heaven. 


"Mid scenes of confusion and creature complaints, 
How sweet to my soul is communion with saints; 
To find at the banquet of mercy there’s room, 
And feel in the presence of Jesus at home! 


_I long, dearest Lord, in Thy beauties to shine, 
No more as an exile in sorrow to pine, 

And in Thy dear image, arise from the tomb, 
With glorified millions to praise “hee at home.” 
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There are those who try to tell us that they can 
worship God anywhere and do not need to assemble 
with others in any special place. This is a mistaken 
notion, and such a person misses the blessings which 
come through Christian Fellowship. It is possible, 
of course, for us to enjoy fellowship with God all 
alone, in the quietness of our “‘closets,”’ or out on 
the mountain side. We have all experienced such 
blessed times of meditation and praver when God 
has seemed very near and very precious to our souls; 
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‘imes when God comes down our souls to greet, 
and Glory crowns the mercy-seat. These times are 
necessary for us all. For those who are shut in by 
Ilness, or prevented from attending the services of 
(;0d’s House, they form a substitute for the other 
‘orm of Fellowship. 


For the ordinary and average Christian, however, 
to miss the worship and fellowship which we find 
in the House of the Lord, is to miss one of the 
most important and inspiring means of grace. It is 
not good for man to be alone. ‘This is true in many 
ways. It is especially true in connection with our 
spiritual growth. Christians grow more _ rapidly 
when they form the habit of going regularly up to 
the House of the Lord to join with others in wor- 
ship. Every pastor knows that this is true. 


David loved the House of the Lord, and in this 
beautiful little Psalm (122) he expresses this love 
by saving, “I was glad when they said unto me, let 
us go into the house of the Lord.”’ He urges them 
to pray for the peace of Jerusalem. Let us always 
remember the whole Church when we come to a 
particular place of worship. We are to pray and 
work for the peace, the purity, and the unity of the 
whole Body of Christ, a unity that goes much deep- 
er than any idea of outward organization. 


The three selections for our study give us three 
pictures of Worship and Fellowship. 


I. A Picture of the Early Church: 
Acts 2:46-47. 


To get the whole picture we need to go back to 
verse +1. ‘he three thousand souls added to the 
Church felt the impelling power of a great love 
for each other and for their Saviour, and it ex- 
pressed itself in two ways: 


First, they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ 
doctrine (teaching) and fellowship, and in breaking 
of bread, and in prayers. ‘This shows a spiritual 
unity which held them together. There were certain 
tundamental beliefs which united them in mind and 
heart, and there were certain outward marks of this 
inner oneness; their fellowship, breaking of bread, 
and prayers. ‘These were the outward signs of a 
common faith. Because they believed the same truths 
they could enjoy their worship in harmony. This ts 
true today. There are certain ‘doctrines’ which 
make us one in Christ. When we believe these, we 
can worship as one body. There must be these basic 
beliefs, however, before there can be real fellow- 
ship. Can two walk together, except they be agreed? 
To illustrate: How can a Trinitarian and a Uni- 
tarian enjoy fellowship in Christ when one believes 
that He is the Son of God, and the other does not? 


Second, this love for each other expressed itself 
in sharing with each other their material possessions. 
This was as far from modern “Communism” as 
light is from darkness. ‘The Church soon found that 
even among almost ideal conditions, and among 
sincere Christians, that this method would not work, 
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and they abandoned it and chose another way of 
caring for those who needed assistance. (See chap- 
ters 5 and 6 for the change, and its causes). 


In verses +6-47 we have a “‘snap-shot” of the life 
of the early church. Notice some of the striking 
features of this fascinating picture. It was a daily 
affair, not merely once a week. QOur religion is 
meant for every day in the week. There was ‘‘one 
accord.” Differences of belief and feeling had not 
arisen. ‘‘Breaking of bread’’ from house to’ house 
was a part of their life. This seems to refer to the 
Lord’s Supper, but may also mean the meals which 
they ate together. “‘Gladness and singleness of 
heart’; they were a happy band of believers, and 
could not but express their great joy by praising 
God for all His blessings. Should there not be more 
of this “holy happiness’ among us as Christians? 
Such a body of rejoicing believers made a good im- 
pression on the people; “having. favor with all the 
people.”” The common people heard Jesus gladly. 
It was the jealousy of the leaders of the Jewish 
church which made them oppose Him. ‘The same 
thing is true in reference to these Christians. It was 


not people’ who began to persecute the Church, 


but the Sadducees and other leaders. 


It was not only a ‘Glowing Church,” filled with 
joy, but a “Growing Church.” When a church is 
on fire with love and the Spirit of God, there will 
be those who are added to it; those who are being 
saved. The church is a place for saved men and 
women, and their children. We do not join the 
church to be saved, but when we are saved by the 
grace of God we join ourselves to the number of 


believers. 
Il. The Clothing of a Christian: 
Colossians 3:12-17. 

Someone has called this section, ““Che Rags of 
the old Nature, and the Robes of the New.” In 
verse eight we are exhorted to “put off all these” ; 
anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, (railing), filthy 
communication out of your mouth, Lie not one to 
another, seeing ye have put off the old man with 
his deeds.”” These “rags” are not fit for a Christian 
to wear. They belong to his old unregenerate na- 
ture. They are to be cast aside. In verse five he tells 
them to “mortify,” or put to death, certain sinful 
things. 

“Put on the new man”: why wear rags when 
beautiful robes are all prepared and waiting for us, 
even the robes of righteousness? These are indeed 
beautiful garments: the children of the King should 
be gorgeously appareled. Just take a look at them. 
A heart of compassion (R.V.), kindness, humble- 
ness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; Forbearing 
one another and forgiving one another - - - even as 
Christ forgave you.’ And then, the robe of love— 
peace—and thankfulness. Back of these ‘“‘robes”’ 
is the ‘Word of Christ’? which gives us heavenly 


<4 wisdom. We are to teach and admonish one another 


in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
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with grace in our hearts unto the Lord. All we do 
is to be done in the name of the Lord Jesus. This 
is a glowing description of the clothing of a Chris- 
tion, not the clothes he wears on his body, but the 
garments of the soul. When we come to church, are 
we dressed in “rags,” or ‘‘robes’” ? We may have on 
our “Sunday best’”’ as far as our outward man 1s 
concerned, but how about the ‘Hidden man of the 
Heart’? 


These are not “Sunday clothes,” however. They 
are to be worn every day in the week, and by every 
member of the family. Read the following verses: 
“Wives - - Husbands - - Children - - Fathers - - 
Servants”; every member of the family is to be 
clothed in the same kind of garments. The rich and 
the poor can all be dressed alike; the servant and 
his master; the child and the parents; the preacher 
and the congregation. 


“Consider one another’: 


Hebrews 10:23-25. 


Christians are to be always thinking of others, 
and especially of other members of the household 
of faith. We are to do nothing to cause one of these 
“little ones” to stumble, or perish. We are to do all 
that we can to help one another. When we are 
‘‘fellow-helpers” of the truth we not only help our 
brother, but we help Christ, and we bring a blessing 
and a rich reward to ourselves. 


One way of helping our brother in Christ is to 
hold fast the confession of our faith without waver- 


ing, or doubting. What about a Bible Professor 
who not only wavers in his own faith, but who 
causes those whom he teaches to lose faith in the 
very Book he is pretending to teach? O for teachers 
of the Bible who believe the Book to be the Word 
of God and teach its message to their students! 
Some of these professors seem to take a delight in 
picking out all the difficult passages, not in order 
to give a reasonable explanation of the seeming 
difficulty, but to awaken doubt in the minds of the 
students. | speak warmly on this for I have seen 
the effect of such teaching. There is so much of the 
unsearchable riches of Christ in the Bible, why 
should we waste time on some difficult passage, un- 
less we are trying to show a simple solution of the 
difficulty? It would be just as sensible for cattle 
in a limestone country with blue-grass a foot high, 
wasting their time gazing at the limestone rocks 
which crop out here and there in the pasture. Cattle 
have more sense than many so-called professors. 


“Provoke unto love and good works.” I have seen 
Christians who “provoked”’ their brethren, but not 
in this way; they provoked to anger. 


“Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves to- 
gether.’ How heart-breaking to have someone “join 
the Church” and never attend! They are not only 
missing a great blessing, but they are hurting the 


whole Body of Christ. 


Christ is coming back some day. Are we helping 
each other to be ready when He comes? 


YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR AUGUST 1 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


The Symbol of our Fellowship 


DEVOTIONAL: 
Hymn: “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” 


Prayer 

Scripture: Colossians | :3-20 

Hymn: “In The Cross Of Christ 1 Glory” 
Offering 

Hymn: “Beneath The Cross Of Jesus’ 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


(It would be very helpful for this program to be 
able to display before the group an enlargement of 
the symbol of the Presbyterian Youth Fellowship. 
If you do not already have one, perhaps the artist 
in your fellowship would be willing to paint one on 
a large piece of paper or card board.) 


The main purpose of our program tonight is to 
think about the symbol of our Presbyterian Youth 
Fellowship and what it stands for. Our speakers 
will guide our thoughts in these ways, but first we 
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might give some consideration to the question of 
what place symbols deserve in our Christian religion. 


‘To many people Christian symbols are little more 
than meaningless decorations to adorn stained glass 
windows in churches. To other people symbols are 
aids to worship and sometimes even the very objects 
of worship. We are sure that symbols are not to re- 
ceive worship, but we also believe them to have 
more than mere decorative value. 


In the early days of the Christian church when 
symbols were first used we can be certain that their 
use was more practical than decorative. Symbols 


were used for identification and for transmitting 


messages and ideas in a time when the church was 
being sorely persecuted. Symbols were used for con- 
veying spiritual truth in a time when there were 
very few copies of the Scriptures and when few 
could read those copies which were available. Sym- 
bols were very meaningful to the ancient Christians. 
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We realize, of course, that many of the factors 
which made symbols so important to the early Chris- 
tians no longer apply to us. 


What is the value of Christian symbolism today ? 
Why do we still use symbols in our church build- 
ings and in our organizations? Surely we will not 
be tempted to worship symbols or even worship by 
means of them, but we ought to think of them as 
more than decorations. A symbol is a pictorial repre- 
sentation of some spiritual truth, and Christian 
symbols serve to remind us of Christian truths. 


First Speaker: 


The symbol of the Presbyterian Youth elie: 


ship was chosen by Assembly’s Youth Council in 
1947. It was found that there were many Christian 
truths which were very meaningful to young peo- 
ple. It was also found that there were many ap- 
propriate ways of representing these truths by means 
of symbols. After all ideas had been presented and 
considered, it was decided that the cross is central 
in our faith and that it should be at the center of 
the symbol. The cross reminds us of Christ and His 
supreme act of love in dying for us and our sins. 
The particular type of cross in our symbol is known 
as the Celtic cross, but I shall leave the explanation 
and discussion of it to the next speaker. 


The cross and the outer circle of the symbol are 
royal gold reminding us that our God is sovereign 
and our Saviour is our King. The blue of the back- 
ground is the color which our denomination has used 
for years to represent the Church. The words of the 
outer circle remind us that we young people are a 


part of the Church. The colors speak of Christ and 
His church, and the words speak of our place and 
responsibility as Christians. 


Second Speaker: 

The cross pictured on our symbol is called a Cel- 
tic cross because it was used largely among the early 
Celtic Christians. These people inhabited the British 
Isles before the Norman invasion, and no one knows 
exactly how Christianity came into their midst in 
the first place. For a number of years they were 
quite independent of the Roman Church and of 
many of its abuses. The Celtic Church was strong- 
est in Ireland and Scotland, and since our own 
church has its roots in Scotland, the Celtic Church 
and the Celtic cross have special meaning for us. 


The cross is a true cross. It is not a crucifix. No 
person is pictured hanging on it, although we know 
that it was on a cross that Christ died. The empty 
cross signifies the fact that Christ is risen, and as 
we look at the cross we ought always to be remind- 
ed of that. First of all, though, the cross reminds us 
of Christ’s death for us. It reminds us that the Son 
of God became a man and took upon Himself the 
sin of sinners and died in their place on the cross. 
One of the characteristic differences of the Celtic 
cross is that the cross itself is superimposed on a 
circle. This circle represents eternity, and very prob- 
ably the eternal nature of the life and redemption 
which comes to us when we believe in the atoning 
work of Christ. We have a fitting symbol indeed. 
Let it remind us of these great spiritual truths each 
time we see it, and let us thank God for the richness 
of His grace. 


The Virgin Birth 


By Rev. Anthony W. Dick, D.D. 


Pastor Second Presbyterian Church 
Memphis ... Tennessee 


Scripture: Luke 1 :26-35. 
Text: Luke 1:35. 


‘And the Angel answered and said unto her, The 
Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of 
the Highest shall overshadow thee; therefore also 
that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be 
called the Son of God.” 


Theme: “I believe in Jesus Christ (the Virgin 
Birth).”’ 


Two great Festal Days unite to present to us our 
Christ. Christmas declares the miracle of His birth. 
Easter affirms the miracle of His resurrection. We 
glory in them both. 


The Apostles’ Creed is not comprehensive in its 
scope. There are many things which we believe to 
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which it does not refer. But, it strikes the major 
chords. Its declarations are fundamental. This 
Creed has been used by Christians for more than 
1,700 years and if we trace its origin to the Old 
Roman Symbol, it is almost as old as Christianity 
itself. 


There are one hundred and nine words in the 
Creed. Seventy of these compose statements concern- 
ing Christ. We come to consider the affirmation: 
‘And in Jesus Christ His only Son, our Lord; who 
was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Vir- 
gin Mary.” 


Our Creed was probably first framed by the early 


church fathers in protest against certain heresies or 


false teachings of their day. The chief among these 


heresies was Gnosticism, which held that Christ had 
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no real human body and that there was no resurrec- 
tion or final judgment. 


The story of the Virgin Birth of our Lord is of 
intense interest to Christians and has been included 
in the belief of the Church from the beginning. 


Justin Martyr in 140 A.D. said that the Virgin 
Birth was never questioned by those who professed 
to believe the Scripture and that it was the universal 
belief to be accepted by everyone calling himself a 
Christian. 

It is in our Bible, our Creeds, our Confessions, 
our Catechisms, our Art and our Music. 


But it is constantly being challenged, and in re- 
cent years has become again the subject of much con- 
troversy, not only from critics without the Church, 
but it is being questioned as a non-essential and 
denied as a fact by church members, ordained min- 
isters and professors of theological seminaries. 


And so we find 1,300 ministers of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A., signing the Auburn Affirmation, 
which document, denying the inerrancy of the Scrip- 
tures, virtually declares that the Virgin Birth of 
Christ is not necessarily factual as recorded by Mat- 
thew and Luke, and that it is perfectly permissible 
to hold to a spiritual interpretation of this event. 


My good friend, Dr. John S. Bonnell, of the 
Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church, New York 
City, points this out in his article on “What Is A 
Presbyterian?” recently published in Look Maga- 
zine and amplified in pamphlet form. In discussing 
the questions “Do Presbyterians Accept The Virgin 
Birth?”’ Dr. Bonnell says: 


“Some find a symbolic rather than a phystcal 
meaning in the accounts of the birth of Jesus. They 
base their views on the contention that the physical 
details of His birth were not taught by Paul or 
Jesus Himself. Except in minor Presbyterian groups 
the Virgin Birth is not singled out as a test of or- 
thodoxy in receiving new members or in ordaining 
ministers and elders.” 


Dr. Bonnell states very clearly that he, himself, 
believes in the account of the Virgin Birth as re- 
lated by Matthew and Luke and goes on to say: | 


‘This doctrine is set forth in the Apostles’ Creed, 
the Westminster Confession of Faith, and in the 
doctrinal statement of the basis of Union of the 
Presbyterian Churches.” 


It is true that the Virgin Birth is not singled out 
from other cardinal doctrines of our faith as a test 
of orthodoxy but neither is it excluded as a test of 
orthodoxy for our ministers and elders; certainly 
not in the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 


So, also, we find one seminary professor saying 
that an intelligent man who now affirms FAITH in 
the miraculous narratives of the Bible as recording 
actual fact “can hardly know what intellectual hon- 
esty means.” 
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If these things do not matter, then nothing mat- 
ters. ““Truth has become only an amiable emotion; 
heroism the memory of a past illusion and life a 
vanity.” 


When the Creed says that Jesus was ‘“‘born of the 
Virgin Mary” it means that He had no earthly 
father. He ‘“‘was conceived by the Holy Ghost.”’ His 
entrance into the world was the result of a direct 


act of God. 


Many say that this statement cannot be accepted 
as true. Let us briefly state five of the reasons given 
in holding this position: 


First, it is held to be scientifically unaccountable ; 
that is, it is held to be entirely out of line with the 
usual and natural working of the scientific laws of 
birth; intelligence forbids giving assent because it is 
against known scientific procedure. 


Second, we are reminded that the testimony for tt 
is slight. Our whole authority for it is the Bible and 
that in the whole Book only a few verses mention it. 
Only two writers, Matthew and Luke, give any 
account of it. Mark, John and Paul are silent, with- 
out any direct teaching. 


Third, we are told, by these critics, that this story 
of the Virgin Birth, is only one of many others. 
Other great men have been subjects of such a legend. 
May it not be that Matthew and Luke tell only a 
beautiful myth which pays tribute to the excellence 
of Jesus? 


A gain, they say that such a miracle would remove 
Jesus too far from our own feeble, human lives. 
They insist that He be natural, like ourselves. How 
can He be like us if He had no earthly father? If 
He was “conceived by the Holy Ghost” does He not 
belong to another order of beings? 


Once more they hold that it is hard to believe be- 
cause they see no reason for it. No vital Christian 
Doctrine seems to hang on it. Paul does not include 
it in his system of doctrine. He says much about the 
resurrection but nothing of the Virgin Birth. John 
says he writes that his readers “might believe that 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God,” but he does not 
mention the nativity. 


Jesus Christ, Himself, is not reported as ever ask- 
ing a single person what he thought of His orIcINn. 
If Jesus, John and Paul say nothing about it, why 
should we burden our minds with it? 


So the arguments are presented. Now what can 
we say FOR it? Can we believe in the Virgin Birth? 
Let us seek to answer these objections in order, 


In reply to the first, we say that if the laboratories 
of science cannot prove the accounts of Matthew 
and Luke, neither can they disprove them. It is not 
scientific to make a denial which cannot be sub- 
stantiated. Science has no place in its records for 
any miracle. Yet, is that to mean that we have no 
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miracles? We have in our possession truths for which 
we are not indebted to the microscope or the tele- 
scope. Truths which no biologist or psychologist 
gave us and which they can neither take away nor 
interpret. What of the truth of love, faith, hope, 
honor? 


The greatest miracle we have is one that all— 
scientists included—accept with every heart beat and 
every drawn breath—the miracle of life itself. 
There is no one to whom that can be attributed but 
God. Science has indeed made great contributions 
to our knowledge but it has not discredited the 
story or the fact of the Virgin Birth. 


“But,” says the scientific mind, “my intelligence 
forbids acceptance.’’ INDEED! Well, answer this: 
‘Did God wait for the approval of your intelligence 
to sanction other things He has done?” 


“In the beginning God created (brought into 
being out of nothing) the heavens and the earth.”’ 


Did God wait for your intelligence or counsel to 
do that? 


“Things had to move,” says Dr. Backmeyer. 
‘And God said ‘Let there be light and there was 
light.’ Did human intelligence sanction that? You 
see, we clever folk had not yet arrived on the scene. 


‘And God said ‘Let the earth bring forth grass, 
herbs, yielding seed ...’’’ What is all this? Simply 
one miracle after another, and all of them beyond a 
full human understanding or explanation. 


It all happened! The world and all that is 
therein happened. It got here! And we were not 
consulted. 


Then, in His own time “God created man in 
His own image. In the image of God created He 
him—and He breathed into him the breath of Life 


and man became a living soul.”’ 


And then—then the man whom God had created 
had not been here long before he began to put his 
finger on this and on that and say: “Well, God 
couldn’t do that.”” But He had! 


It reminds us of the story of the old Negro who 
was put in jail. He sent for his lawyer for consulta- 
tion. After hearing the story, the attorney said: 
“Why, Sam, they can’t put you in jail for that.” 
“Yas Sar, Cap’n,”’ replied Sam, “I nose’ dey can’t 
put me in jail—but I’se hyar!”’ 


The centuries hasten by and God reveals Him- 
self in the fullness of His Godhead in the person of 
Jesus Christ. And 2,000 years after that, men are 
still staking their puny understanding against God's 
omnipotence and saying: “Well, God just couldn’t 
do anything that does not tally with my knowledge 
of natural laws.” 


In all honesty, I ask you: ‘Has intellectual pre- 
sumption ever reached higher proportions?” 
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But, what of the little evidence we have? Let us 
remind ourselves that silence is very unconvincing 
evidence. The fact that I do not mention a fact is 
not necessarily an indication that I am either ig- 
norant of that fact or doubt it. 


Mark and John do not propose to’ give a bio- 
graphy of the Life of Jesus—but an account of His 
ministry. So they begin not with His birth but with 
His work. The Virgin Birth does not fall in the 


scope of their purpose. 


If you take that line of deduction you will have 
to throw out more than the Virgin Birth. How 
about the Prodigal Son? As far as we know, no 
skeptic or higher critic denies that this parable was 
spoken by Jesus. But it is only recorded by Luke. 


Paul makes no mention of any miracle or par- 
able, except the teaching of Christ regarding the 
Lord’s Supper, and this he does to correct the 
abuse made in its observance by the Church in 


Corinth. 


After all, how often does God have to say a thing 
before it is true? Silence is worth little as evidence 
in the presence of the Mighty Witnesses who put 
glad Hosannas upon the lips of men and angels and 
set the Christmas bells ringing around the world. 


f Faith” suggests: “A pagan myth would 
ave recommended itself to the Jewish 


horrence of heathen mythology and idolatry. 


These other stories are steeped in vulgarity. Place 
them side by side with the narratives of Matthew 
and Luke and we hold that any honest mind would 
feel that it was impossible for this story to come 
into Christian thought through such sources. 


And, vet again, we do not see how this doctrine 
is threatened by the fact that it places Jesus above 
us. Why should we be afraid to place Him above 
us? Of course, the reply is made that if He is not 
like us, He cannot be our example. We answer, that 
our greatest need is not for an example but for a 
Saviour! 


Surely we have enough ordinary people in the 
world and we are ordinary enough ourselves. But 
just what are these ordinary, these mediocre people 
doing for us? What are we doing for them? We 
are comparing ourselves with each other and re- 
maining the same! 


We NEED someone above us. Someone to call us 
to higher endeavor; to show us what can be done 
and compel and empower us to do it. 


We need most of all not to be shown what 
goodness is but to be made good; not only what is 
right, but the will and the power to do it. 
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If I am sick, | do not want a doctor to show me 
what a fine specimen of health he is and what he 
looks like. I want him to po something that will 
make ME well. I do not want to see a model; | 
want a cure. 


Suppose we did prove that Jesus came into the 
world as every other man? Would that make us 
any better Christians? Would it make us more 
reverent toward Him whose coming changed the 
course of empires? Would it increase our faith in 
the Bible as God’s revelation of Himself to man: 


Would it exalt Christ? Or would it but serve to 
bring Him down to our own petty level ? 


Not only so, but whether Jesus was born of a 
Virgin or not, He is above us. We do not dispose 
of His Exaltation by denying that He was con- 
ceived by the Holy Ghost. Let us also state that 
those who have been most confident about His 
Virgin Birth are the very ones who have taken Him 
most seriously as an example. 


But, we are told that this doctrine is not neces- 
sary. We admit that adherence to it is not indi- 
cated anywhere in the New Testament as essential 
to Salvation. When a man asks, ‘““What must I do 
to be saved?” neither the Bible nor the Church 
answers: “Believe in the Virgin Birth and thou 
shalt be saved.”’ But when you grant this, you have 
not denied the truth of the doctrine in question. 


Instead of saying that it is necessary to believe in 
this affirmation of our Creed to be saved, I would 
rather say that if you 4now Christ as your personal 
Saviour, you are not likely to have much difficulty 
with this statement regarding the manner of His 
coming. 


The big miracle 1s Christ Himself. We are not 
saying that you must believe in the Virgin Birth or 
be rejected by Him. But we do say that when you 
do believe it, every line of investigation endorses 
that faith. And we do know that those who accept 
this teaching enjoy a larger understanding of the 
power and the excellence of our Redeemer than 
those who dismiss it. 


Consider, if you will, this closing implication. If 
we reject this teaching, we reject the inspiration 
and accuracy of the Scripture. We then have no 
certain assurance of Christ's atoning death or ot 
His glorious resurrection. 


It raises a question behind every miraculous event 
that took place in His life and serves only to plunge 
us into the emptiness and despair of a crushing 
agnosticism, 


We know not what course others.may take. But 
here we take our stand with the innumerable com- 
pany of God’s people in every age to proclaim with 
the conviction of mind and heart: “I believe in 
Jesus Christ, My LoRD, who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary.” 
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Nor will we allow the critic to rob us of that 
faith. 
Faith of our fathers, 
Holy Faith, 


We will be true to Thee 
“Til death. 


This Sermon was preached in Second Presby- 
terian Church of Memphis, Tenn., on June 20, 
1954, by Rev. A. W. Dick, D.D., as one of a series 


of sermons on ‘The Apostles’ Creed. 


Women’s Work 


STEWARDSHIP For You Topay 


A Frank Talk - In Three Parts - With Business 
Women - By One Of Them 


PART Ill 


This brings us to that second phase of your ste- 
wardship—Y our Stewardship As A Business Wo- 
man In Christ's Church—now what of that? First, 
let us think of your special temptation to lose your 
Sundays, by using them for make-up time you feel 
so sorely the need of through your busy days and 
weeks. (Not for facial make-up! No woman neg- 
lects that for a single day, now-a-days!) But those 
stockings that. always need mending or washing, 
that hair-wash and set that does affect your good 
looks so much (you think!), that longing for 
longer hours abed, or at least bedroom robes, that 
easy substitute for church attendance, the radio 
service, those lazily enticing “funnies” — to some 
folks! — the uninvited guest who just stays on 
past church time and you haven’t the courage (or 
courtesy! ) to invite to go with you—any one or 
any combination of these little things can soon steal 
away from you the far higher values of Sundays as 
God means His stewards to use them and enjoy 
them. And you the capable trained business woman 
are lost to your Church! You surely have a stew- 
ardship to render as such, with your acquired 
habits of promptness, reliability, accuracy, self- 
control, so much needed in church business, too. 


Reports show that the Business Women of any 
Church do render a better stewardship in money 
than the majority of.other women. Business women 
know both how much and how little a dollar repre- 
sents—so their gifts are usually in better proportion 
to their income than those of the homekeeping wo- 
man. You have less time under your control than 
she, but more cash—the actual sacrifice involved in 
the giving of either is the real measure of steward- 
ship. Measure yours honestly and prayerfully. 


Just one more phase of the business woman in 
the Church—her choice of the very precious vaca- 
tion she waits and plans and saves for, yearly. 
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Would you be ashamed or sorry to have your good 
Pastor or Sunday School Teacher know just how 
you spent your last one, or plan to spend the next? 
Perhaps you did not exactly plan to have things 


“happen” as they did, but so they did—and He to — 


whom you acknowledge allegiance as Saviour and 
Lord knows all about it! Was He hurt (or glad?) 
over your manner of life when off-duty and away 
from home? They tell us who are wise in such 
matters that those off-duty hours reveal the truest 
self of us, the real person we are rather than the 
one we want others to think we are ... But you 
know you cannot deceive Him, you can only re- 
joice His heart of infinite love for you, or grieve 
Him afresh who died for love of you. You do rep- 
resent His Church, you know, to onlookers—the 
business woman in Church. 


Your Bible and Hymnbook—how they fit to- 
gether and fit your own life—if you really know 
them! The very oldest hymn found in our Church 
Hymnals is one written, originally in Greek of 
course, by Andrew of Jerusalem and Archbishop of 
Crete, who lived between 660 and 732 A.D.— 
words translated into many languages and sung, 
these 1,200 and more years since! It is possible 
they fit your life today, as an American business 
woman? Get your Church Hymnal and read them 
all—sing them with other Christians, if you can! 


“Christian, dost thou feel them, How they 
work within, 
Striving, tempting, luring, Goading thee 


to sin! 

Christian, never tremble, Never yield to 
font, | 

Smite them by the virtue of unceasing 
prayer. 

LAST VERSE 

“Well I know thy trouble, O My servant 
true; 

Thou art very weary—I was weary, 


too; 

But that toil shall make thee Some day 
all My own, 

And the end of struggle Shall be near 
My throne.” 


Such was the struggle to keep The Way of Life 
Eternal, as “good stewards of the manifold grace 
of God” known to those Cretan Christians, more 
than a millennium gone, as to you, in the love and 
death of Jesus Christ, our Lord. But earlier than 
700 A.D. is this old, old letter in our New ‘Testa- 
ment, written to the very first “bishop” (elder) of 
Crete, one Titus, about 60 A.D. by his great 
friend then a prisoner for his faith’s sake in the 
capital of the world, Rome—Paul’s “Epistle to 
Titus.” Very brief and very pointed is this short 
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and powerful old letter, for it took the very power 
of Christ’s Gospel to reach and lift those early 
Cretans, known to their world as “liars, gluttons, 
thieves,” the lowest type of the slaves of that pagan 
civilization. What have they to do with you, the 
modern Christian business woman of America! 
Hear what Paul wrote to Titus (Chapter II, 
Verse 10), that those Cretan followers of Jesus 
Christ must “show all good fidelity; that they may 
adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all 
things.” 


Those wretched, low Cretan slaves adorn the 
perfect gospel of Jesus the Christ! Impossible! 
Absurd! Who among the highest and best men can 
add any beauty to the beautiful Saviour’s matchless 
life and teaching? But those poor Cretans did! 
They so lived as good stewards of His grace “in 
all things,” that their very enemies said of them, 
“There is something Divine in their manner of 
life,” and no persecution brought upon them could 
make them deny their Lord! If they did, then, can- 
not we now—we women of His Church in this 
year of our Lord, in this fairest land of earth, our 
own America? How can we make beautiful His 
“doctrine?” By living it, “in all things” in so win- 
some a way that in our flesh men shall see His 
power and long for His joy! Nothing’ less than a 
life, lived out in His power and likeness, can 
“adorn” His perfect doctrine—but your life, even 
mine, can so vivify and beautify His teaching that 
we shall at least win some of those around us to 
long after Him, seek Him, and find Him! 


“And they who find Him find a bliss, 
Nor tongue nor pen can show; 
The love of Jesus, what it is, 
None but His loved ones know!” 


—Mrs. S. H. Askew. 
(CONCLUSION ) 


The 1954 Snedecor Region Women’s 
Training School 


STILLMAN COLLEGE 
TUSCALOOSA, ALA. 


Dates Of School 


The dates for the 1954 Snedecor Region Wo- 
men’s Training School are August 4 (night), Au- 
gust 11 (noon), with registration and orientation 
scheduled for the afternoon of August 4. 


Purpose Of School 


The purpose of the Snedecor Region Women’s 
Training School is to give to women throughout 
Snedecor Region opportunity to: Learn more about 
the program and work of our Church and women’s 
part in it; become acquainted with women in the 
region; worship and have fellowship with all who 
attend the School; give special help to those who 
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carry responsibility in Women’s Work throughout 
the region; demonstrate what Christian fellowship 
should be and may increasingly become among 
Christians. 


Theme 


The theme of the 1954 School will be: “Our 
Task - One World In Christ.” 


Morning Program 


A series of morning worship services will be led 


by Mrs. Leon Anderson, Atlanta, Ga. 


The following credit classes will be a part of. 


each day: 


World Missions, Miss Betty Currie; Christian 
Witnessing, Rev. A. E. Andrews; Organization 
And Work, Mrs. Moses E. James; How To Study 
The Bible, Miss Janie McCutchen; The Home 
And Church Working Together, Rev. William P. 
Anderson, Jr.; The Presbyterian Church: Its Pro- 
gram And Work, Mrs. Charles L. Crane. 


Afternoon Program 


Class workshops or extended sessions of the 
morning classroom periods are scheduled for the 
afternoon periods. This will give more time for in- 
formal discussion and answer to individual prob- 
lems. 


Evening Program 


The evening programs will include messages 
from Dr. William H. McCorkle, Secretary of the 
Division of Evangelism of the Board of Church 
Extension; Miss Bettie Currie, Associate in Youth 
Work, Board of Christian Education, who has just 
recently visited several countries around the world: 
Mrs. H. C. Bleckschmidt, Chairman of the 1953- 
54 Women’s Advisory Council, who will be the 
inspirational speaker at the Annual Meeting of the 
Women of the Church, Snedecor Region; Mrs. 
Abbie Clement Jackson, an outstanding leader in 
the General Department of United Church Wo- 
men, who will interpret for us the Second Assembly 
of the World Council of Churches. Plans are being 
made to have a special guest, Miss Felicia Sunderlal 


of India. 


On Saturday evening, August 7, Miss Lillian 
Fisher, soprano, and teacher at Dillard University, 
New Orleans, La., will present an evening of 
music. 


Attendance Goal 


The goal set for attendance this year—the presi- 
dent and at least one other member from each local 
organization in Snedecor Region; at least one key 
woman from community where new work is being 
started; every member of each of the Presbyterial 
Executive Boards in Snedecor Region; every mem- 
ber of the Women’s Regional Council of Snedecor 
Region. 
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How You Can Help 


As an individual; a Circle; a Local, Presby- 
terial or Synodical Women of the Church—by send- 
ing a delegate (paying room and board, $16.00; 
registration, $3.00; and travel); by sending a 
money contribution to Miss Mary S. Quidor, 
‘Treasurer, Board of Women’s Work, 341-A Ponce 
de Leon Avenue, N.E., Atlanta, Ga.; by encour- 
aging local Negro Presbyterian Church to send 
delegates; by showing interest in the Negro women 
who will attend; by arranging for the delegates to 
bring a message to the women of your Church after 


‘their experience at the School; by including in 


amount given delegate, money for the purchase of 
materials or a book helpful in developing Kingdom 
work and the growth of leaders. 


(It Might Signify “Praise The Lord!’’) 
53,000 Gospels of John were distributed by 


Pocket ‘Testament League evangelists in a recent 
three-day campaign at the military replacement cen- 
ter in Nonsan, Korea. In addition to the Scripture 
distribution, P’TL reached 41,000 ROK soldiers 
in Gospel meetings. This is one of the greatest im- 
pacts the League has made in any similar period 
since the beginning of the Korean campaign. Rev. 
George Miles, President of Washington Bible In- 
stitute, assisted in the campaign. 

Korean General Shim Un Bong of the Korean 
Military Advisory Group, whose men were reached 
in this campaign, wrote the following unsolicited 
letter to Mr. Wagner, Foreign Secretary of the 
League: 

“On behalf of all my ofhcers and men, I wish to 
express My warm appreciation for your generosity 
in providing these splendid books, which you have 
of your own free will distributed to so many mem- 
bers of my command. 


‘All of us here in replacement training center 
No. 2 were delighted to receive such wonderful 
gifts, and we shall always be proud t6 possess these 
fine Scriptures. | 

“In appreciation of your thoughtfulness and con- 
sideration for those who have assisted you, may 
God bless you all in the days and years ahead.” 

—Shim Un Bong, 
Brig. General Commanding. 

To date, 1,700,000 Scripture portions have been 
distributed by The Pocket Testament League to 
soldiers and civilians in Korea. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Educational excellence. Member Southern Association Col- 
lege and Secondary Schools. Endowed. Christian emphasis. | 
A.A. and A.S. degrees. Graduates transfer to Junior Class 
best colleges. Professor each ten students. Personal atten- 
tion. Scientific tests. Athletics. Two-year business course. 
Preparatory department with llth, 12th grades. 
Moderate charges. Scholarships. Self-help. Summer School 
begins June 7th, 1954. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Box 34-W — Maxton, N. C. 
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Church News 


The General Fund And 
Interchurch Agencies 
E. C. Scott, Treasurer 


STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS 
Jan. 1 - June 30, 1954 


THE GENERAL FUND 


Budget fat $7 

Receipts to date 156,487.46 

Percentage of annual budget | 
nme 


Balance needed for the year _... 560,411.54 
INTERCHURCH AGENCIES 


Budget for 1954 
Receipts to date ae 5,380.16 
Percentage of annual budget 

24.45% 
Balance needed for the year 16,619.84 


Report Of Session To The 
Congregation Of First Presbyterian 
Church, Goldsboro, N. C. 


The Session desires to report to the congregation 
a summary of the action taken by it at a Special 
Meeting held in the Church Parlor on Thursday 
evening, July 1, 1954, and attended by Dr. James 
M. McChesney, Jr., Moderator, and eleven Elders. 


The meeting was called for the purpose of con- 
sidering the resolution passed by the General As- 
sembly in meeting at Montreat in May, 1954, ap- 
proving the Plan of Union of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States (the Southern Presby- 
terian Church) with the Presbyterian Church of 


the United States of America (the Northern Pres- 


byterian Church) and the United Presbyterian 
Church, and the resolution adopted by the General 
Assembly abolishing segregation in the institutions 
controlled by the General Assembly and recommend- 
ing that the Synods and Presbyteries and local 
Churches of the Southern Presbyterian Church 
adopt similar resolutions abolishing segregation in 
the institutions controlled by them. 3 


Elder D. K. Porterfield withdrew from the meet- 
ing before any voting had been done on either propo- 
sition, 


The Session adopted a resolution disapproving the 
Plan of Union endorsed by the General Assembly. 
The vote was eight for the resolution disapproving 
of the Plan of Union. Two Elders did not vote 
upon the ground as stated by them that they thought 
the matter should receive further consideration. ‘The 
minister voted against the resolution and requested 
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that the minutes show that he registered his dis- 
approval thereof. 


The Session adopted a resolution opposing the 
abolition of segregation in the Church and refusing 
to comply with the request of the General Assembly 
to abolish segregation in the institutions controlled 
by the Synods, Presbyteries and local Churches of 
the Southern Presbyterian Church. The vote was 
ten for the resolution and none against, except the 
minister voted against the resolution and requested 
that the minutes show that he registered his dis- 
approval thereof. 


A New Council— 
Church Music 


RICHMOND, Va. — The Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., through its Board of Christian Education 
which has headquarters here, announces the creation 
of a new position and a new council, to be known 


as the Director of Christian Family Education, 
and the Council on Church Music. 


The Rev. Fred W. Widner, now pastor of Bel- 
Mar Presbyterian Church, Tampa, Florida, was 
named by the Board, to the new post. It will be a 
part of the newly-named Department of Adult and 
Family Education, formerly known as the Depart- 
ment of Adult Education. The Rev. William P. 


Anderson heads this department. 


The new position and new council thus created, 
came as a direct request of the General Assembly 
and as a result of a long-time need. 


A year-long survey of the needs in church music 
has been conducted by Dr. Hubert V. Taylor, of 
Columbia Seminary in Decatur, Ga., who, in report- 
ing on church music, says that “Church music 
should be more than the costume jewelry of our 
worship services. Music should be a medicine of the 
soul, as some of our psychiatrists say.’’ Dr. Taylor 
explained that music in John Calvin’s day was 
much more an integral, vital part of worship than 
it Is now. 


At its recent meeting, the Board of Education 
made plans to participate in the denomination-wide 
“Forward with Christ” three-year program. The 
goals, soon to be presented to all congregations, in- 
clude: efforts to gain 50,000 new members during 
the three-year period, 50,000 new members in Sun- 
day Schools during each of the three years, 600 new 
ministerial candidates and 600 candidates for other 
Christian vocations, 168 new missionaries, and ef- 
forts on the part of local churches to give at least 
50 per cent of their income for benevolent work 
outside their own congregations. 


Dr. J. J. Murray of Lexington, Va., was re- 
elected chairman, and Dr. R. M. Lynn of Midland, 
Texas, was elected vice chairman of the 24-person 
Board of Christian Education. Dr. Marshall C-. 
Dendy is Executive Secretary. 
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Dr. J. D. Philips Succeeds 
Dr. Bruce C. Boney At Decatur 


Dr. Bruce C. Boney, formerly Field Director ot 
the Program of Progress, has just completed a 
term of ten months as Acting Pastor for Decatur 
Presbyterian Church, Decatur, Ga. During the 
current church year, since January 1, there have 
been 190 accessions to the Church, 72 of which 
have been on profession of faith. There have been 
34 adult baptisms and 30 infant baptisms. The 
1955 budget of $121,000.00 was oversubscribed by 
$14,000.00. In appreciation of his remarkable ser- 
vices, the Decatur Church has given him a con- 
tinuation of his salary for six months beyond his 
expiration date and a special. love gift of $500.00. 
After a period of rest, Dr. Boney expects to accept 
a pastorate of his own. 


Rev. J. Davison Philips will begin his pastoral 
work in Decatur Presbyterian Church, Decatur, 
Ga., on Sunday, July 18. He is a graduate of 
Hampden-Sydney College and of Columbia ‘Theo- 
logical Seminary, and he has taken graduate work 
at the University of Edinburgh. 


The Decatur Church is the oldest Presbyterian 
Church in the Atlanta Area, has helped to start 14 
other local Churches, and now has nearly 2,000 
members. It has extensive work in the educational 
institutions of the community and with other young 
people. 


The Mississippi Synodical 
Training School 


This was held at Belhaven College in Jackson, 
Miss., June 21-25. A total of 214 attended the 
School, with 181 credits being given. 


The faculty was composed of: Mrs. C. R. Cald- 
well, Shreveport, La.; Mrs. W. W. Draper, For- 
est City, Ark.; Mrs. A. S. Brumby, Starkville, 
Miss.; Miss Bessie C. Lewis, Richmond, Va.; Rev. 
Robert S$. Hodges, Jr., D.D., Decatur, Ga.; Rev. 
Charles Gibbony, Atlanta, Ga.: Rev. Daniel D. 
Rhodes, Ph.D., Memphis, Tenn. 


Mrs. R. A. Bolling, Cleveland, Miss., was Dean; 
Mrs. Everarde Jones, Tchula, Muiss., Assistant 
Dean; Mrs. R. H. Maffett, Jackson, Miss., Di- 
rector; Mrs. Earle Bezard, Jackson, Miss., Pub- 
licity Chairman; Mrs. John House, Grenada, Miss., 
Registrar; Mrs. H. A. Erion, Jackson, Miss., was 
the chapel speaker each morning, and Miss B. 
Lewis, Richmond, Va., was the vesper speaker 
each evening. 


There were nine certificates and six diplomas 
awarded to the women completing the required 
number of credits. One of the “highlights” was the 
awarding of a Life Membership to Dr. G. T. 
Gillespie, President of Belhaven College, who is 
retiring this year. Through the years he has been 
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an example and an inspiration to the Training 
School and his willingness to give generously of 
his time and enthusiastic interest in all phases of 
the School’s program has had a profound influence 
on the womanhood of Mississippi. 


World Missions 


for 1954 $ 2,874,900.00 
Receipts to Date 1,150,068.31 
Percentage of Annual Budget Re- 

ceived to Date: 40.01 


Balance Needed for the Year —$ 1,724,831.69 


Curry B. Hearn, Treasurer. 


Enoree Presbytery 


At a meeting of Enoree Presbytery, June 29, 
Rev. I. K. Mowbray was received as a member of 
the Presbytery and authorized to accept the call to 
the pastorate of the Powell Presbyterian Church, 
Spartanburg, S$. C. A commission was appointed to 
install him on July 25 at 7:30 P.M., Rev. J. W. 
Walkup to preside, Rev. Charles Bailey to preach 
the sermon, Rev. J. Trent Howell to charge the 
pastor, Elder Robert B. Paisley to charge the peo- 
ple. 


Dallas Presbytery 


Following are some of the actions taken by the 
Presbytery of Dallas in session at Oakcliff Church, 
Dallas, Tex., one June 22: 


JoHn P. formerly Pastor of the 
Church at Cuero, Tex., was received to be in- 
stalled as Pastor of the Grand Avenue Church in 
Sherman, Tex., on July 11. 


Candidates Davin V. PITTENGER and EArt C. 
SCOTT were received and approved for ordination. 
Mr. Scott was ordained and installed as Pastor of 
Trinity Church, Wichita Falls, Tex., on June 27; 
and Mr. Pittenger was ordained as Minister of 
Education in the Oakcliff Church, Dallas, Tex., 


on the same date. 


A commission was named to install EGBERT 
LUBBERS as Pastor of the First Church in Sher- 
man, Tex., on September 206. 


CHARLES A. TUCKER was dismissed to the Pres- 
bytery of Brazos, effective with the dissolution of 
the pastoral relation between him and the Bowie 


Church on July 31. 


The Stated Fall Meeting of Dallas Presbytery 
is to be at Camp Lake, Dallas, Tex., on September 
28, following a two-day retreat for ministers at the 
same place. Authority was granted for the purchase 
of a new Presbytery Camp Site consisting of 77 
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wooded acres in Denton County near Lewisville, 


Tex. 


El Paso Presbytery 


On June 27, 1954, El Paso Presbytery organ- 
ized another Presbyterian Church, the second this 
vear. The Andrews Presbyterian Church of An- 
drews, Tex., was organized with 49 charter mem- 
bers. The Church at the time of organization pur- 
chased one-half of a city block for a church build- 
ing site. hey are temporarily meeting in the ele- 
mentary school building of this oil-rich city. “The 
organizing commission was composed of: Rev. ‘Tom. 
B. Anderson, Dr. R. Matthew Lynn, Dr. R. Gage 
Lloyd, Rev. Otis Moore, John Dengealas, and 
Don Williams. 


George Young, an Austin Seminary student, is 
supplying for the summer, as the Church seeks a 
pastor, 


The other Church organized this year is the 
John Knox Presbyterian Church of Lubbock, 
Tex., which has recently called Rev. E. E. Mul- 
liner as pastor. 

R. Gage Lloyd, Stated Clerk. 


Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church Anniversary 


Farmville, Va. — Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church will mark its 200th anniversary August 
l-8 with Homecoming Day on August 8. Former 
pastors, sons and daughters will speak during the 
week of revival with the history being presented on 
Homecoming Day. All former friends and mem- 
bers of the Church are asked to mark this date and 
try and attend some of the services. On Home- 
coming Day everyone is asked to bring a_ picnic 
basket and eat dinner on the grounds. 


Samuel Davies established Presbyterianism in 
our midst and our Church is the Mother Church 
of many Presbyterian Churches in and near Farm- 
ville, Va. 


Carmel Church 
Spring Garden, Ala. 


At a congregational meeting of this Church on 
June 27 last, the Moderator, Mr. T. J. Rogers, 
Student Pastor, called for the purpose of electing 
additional elders and deacons, the following were 
unanimously chosen: 


Elders: P. C. Battles and J. C. Warren. Dea- 
cons: Hugh Burns, William Savage, W. E. Wil- 


liams, and Charlie Smith. 
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Belhaven Commencement 


Belhaven College celebrated its sixtieth annual 
Commencement on May 30th and 31st. The gradu- 
ating class numbered twenty-seven young women, 
twenty-six of whom received the Bachelor of Arts 
degree and one the Bachelor of Music degree. 


The Baccalaureate Sermon was delivered by Rev. 
Albert Sidney Johnson, D. D., former pastor of 
the First Presbyterian Church of Charlotte. The 
morning service was held in the First Presbyterian 
Church and the evening service was held in the 
Central Presbyterian Church under the auspices of 
the Belhaven Christian Association in accordance 
with a long standing custom. | 


This Commencement marks the consummation 
of the administration of President G. T. Gillespie, 
who has served for thirty-three years as president 
of the college and who is voluntarily retiring and 
has been elected by the Board of Trustees as Presi- 
dent Emeritus effective July 1, 1954. 


; | BOOKS 


“THe Bitty GraHAm Story. By Charles T. 
Cook. Published by Van Kampen Press, Wheaton, 
Ill. Price $1.95. 


This volume is a new and authoritative narra- 
tive of the most successful evangelist of our time. 
It presents a fascinating picture of Billy Graham’s 
dynamic personality and shows how the fire he has 
kindled is spreading around the world. Of great 
interest is the wonderful teamwork that is evident 
between the evangelist and his associates. The five 
closing chapters are some of the evangelist’s most 
stimulating messages. This book should be of in- 
terest to all who are interested in seeing God work 
in our day. 


“ErLziicoTt’s COMMENTARY ON THE WHOLE 
Bisie.”” By Charles John Ellicott. Published by 
Zondervan Publishing House, Grand _ Rapids, 
Mich. Volume 4, Job to Isaiah; Volume 5, Jere- 
miah to Malachi. Price $5.95 per volume. 


Volumes 4+ and 5 complete the reprint of Elli- 
cott’s Commentary On The Whole Bible. The 
eight volumes that constitute the entire set form 
one of the best of the older commentaries. It is 
small wonder that publishers state that the recep- 
tion given to the reprint of this classic commentary 
has exceeded the most sanguine predictions. 


Ellicott was one of the greatest Bible scholars of 
all times. He was the Chairman of the British New 
‘Testament Revision Company (1870-1881). His 
scholarship was wide. It was always marked. by 
profound spiritual discernment. Ellicott was keenly 
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interested in doctrine and knew the importance 
of it. 


One of the special features of this commentary is 
that it expounds the Scriptures verse by verse. No 
verse is ignored even though the remark may be ex- 
ceedingly brief. 


Here is a commentary that will have value not 
only to the pastors and teachers but to the average 
member of the Church who would like to find out 
what trustworthy Christian scholars have to say 
concerning every verse of the Bible. In the matter 


of clarity, simplicity, practicality and _ trust- 


worthiness, this set of commentaries excels. 


—John R. Richardson. 


CALVIN: THEOLOGICAL TREATISES. J. K. S. 
Reid. Westminster Press, Philadelphia, Pennsy]- 
vania. Price $5.00. 


Calvin was a myriad-minded genius. The editor 
has recognized this fact and demonstrates in this 
work something of the astonishing versatility of 
the Genevan Reformer. 


The book is divided into three parts. The first 
contains eleven treatises, the second offers an 
abridgement of one longer document, and the third 
presents four articles. 


Part One is entitled ‘‘Statement” and includes 
the ““Genevan Confession of 1536’; the ‘Lausanne 
Articles’”” and two discourses on the Articles as well 
as other writings of Calvin up to 1547. 


Part Two sets forth a shortened version of ““The 
Necessity of Reforming the Church.” This work 
was written in 1539. Editor Kerr remarks that Cal- 
vin’s contemporaries looked upon this document 
presenting the case for the Reformation as “‘among 
the most vigorous and weighty writings of the age.” 


Part Three is largely controversial and contains 
the famous “Reply to Sadolet.”’ In this work Calvin 
defined the difference between Roman Catholics 
and Protestants and why he supported the Reformed 
view. 


Of great interest to this reviewer is Calvin’s cate- 
chism for instructing children in the doctrine of 
Christ. Introducing this catechism, Dr. Reid com- 
ments, “It has always been a practice and diligent 
care of the Church that children be rightly brought 
up in Christian doctrine. To do this more conven- 
iently not only were schools formally opened and 
individuals enjoined in teaching their families prop- 
erly, but also it was accepted public custom and 
practice to examine children in the churches con- 
cerning the specific points which should be common 
and familiar to all Christians. That this should be 
done in order a formula was written out called 
‘Catechism’ or ‘Institute.’ ”’ 


Calvin held that one of the purposes of the cate- 
chism was to ground children of the covenant into 
the unity of the Christian faith. He wrote, ‘“What 
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further use is baptism unless this remains as its 
foundation that we all agree in one opinion? Those 
who publicly bring out a catechism are therefore, 
to be all the more diligently careful lest by produc- 
ing something rational to do grave harm to piety 
and inflict a deadly wound upon the church not 
only for the present but also for posterity.” 


Evidently the Westminster divines who prepared 
our Shorter Catechism had Calvin’s catechism of 
1545 before them. Take for example the first few 
questions: 


Minister: What is the chief end of human life? 

Child: That men should know God by whom 
they were created. 

Minister: What reason have you for saying so? 

Child: Because he created us for this and placed 
us in the world that he might be glorified in us, 
and it is certainly proper that our life of which he 
is the beginning be directed to his glory. 

Minister: What then is man’s supreme good? 

Child: The very same. 

Minister: Why do you hold this to be the su- 
preme good? 

Child: Because without it, our condition is more 
unhappy than any of the brutes. 


In the further elucidation of the Christian Creed, 
this catechism continues: 


Minister: What do you mean by these two 
phrases? Conceived by the Holy Ghost? Born of 
the Virgin Mary? 

Child: That he was formed in the womb of a 
virgin of her substance to be the true seed of David 
as had been foretold by the predictions of the 
prophets and this was effected by the miraculous 
and secret agent of the Spirit without male inter- 
course. 


A few more questions of interest might be added: 


Minister: As for what immediately follows that 
he descended into hell; what does this mean? 

Child: He endured not only common death but 
separation of the soul from the body; but also the 
pains of death, as Peter calls them (Acts 2:24) by 
this word I understand the fearful agonies with 
which his soul was tormented. 

Minister: Tell me the cause and manner of this. 

Child: Because in order to make satisfaction for 
sinners, he arraigned himself before the tribunal of 
God. It was requisite that his conscience be torment- 
ed by such agony as if he were forsaken by God 
even as if he had God hostile to him. He was in this 
agony when he cried to the Father, “My God, my 
God, why hast thou forsaken me?” 

Minister: Was this not an affront to the Father? 

Child: Not at all but he exercised this severity 
against him that he might fulfill what was proph- 
esied by Isaiah: he was smitten by the hand of God 
for our sins, wounded for our iniquities. 

Minister: But since he is God how could he be 
seized by fear of this kind as if he were forsaken 


of God? 
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Child: He must hold him to have been reduced to 
this necessity in respect of the feelings of his human 
aature that this might happen that his divinity was 
for a short while concealed that it did not exercise 
its power. 


This volume is one of the best in the “Library of 
Christian Classics.”” Here we get a first hand view 
of Calvin’s own writings. The translations are 
viven in readable and modern English. This review- 
er would like to add that any layman reading this 
review would make a splendid investment in the 
purchase of this work for his pastor. It would be 
highly appreciated and pay substantial dividends 
in improved pulpit ministrations. 


—John R. Richardson. 


PRINCIPLES OF SACRED “THEOLOGY. Abraham 
Kuyper. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. Price $6.95. 


While a student at the University of Leyden, 
voung Abraham Kuyper broke with the Christian 
faith and cast himself into the arms of barest radi- 
calism. At a later period, he became a minister in 
Holland and during his first pastorate was brought 
to a saving knowledge of Christ by an humble 
Christian woman in his congregation. He was led 
to the Calvinistic viewpoint, and in this volume 
he defends what he calls ‘the Primordial Principles 
which are fundamental to Calvinism.” In order, to 
give a concentric exposition of the nature of Theol- 
ogy, the author prepared this extensive THEOLOGICAL 
ENCYCLOPEDIA. 


~ 


In this work, the author devotes much space to 
the Principium of Theology—that is of the Holy 
Scripture. He remarks on this fact, “In all this 
controversy, the holy Scripture is the question at 
stake and the encyclopedia that places itself uncon- 
ditionally upon the Scriptures as its basis cannot 
find a plan until the all-embracing question of the 
Scriptures has been fundamentally solved.” 


Dr. B. B. Warfield, the illustrious Princeton 
theologian, has an introduction to this work. He 
introduces it to the American audience. Dr. War- 
field commends this work for “its depth of insight, 
breadth of outlook, thoroughness of method, com- 
prehensiveness of survey, intensity of conviction, 
eloquence of language, directness of style, pith and 
wealth of illustrations, and winningness of presenta- 
tion.” 


Dr. Kuyper insists that what the Reformed Faith 
calls inspiration is the majestic act of God to which 
we owe the Holy Scriptures. He distinguishes “gra- 
phic” inspiration from other forms of inspiration. 
He says, “by graphic inspiration we understand the 
vuidance given by the Spirit of God to the minds of 
the writers, compilers and editors of the Holy Scrip- 
‘ures by which these Sacred Writings have assumed 
-uch a form as was in the counsel of Salvation pre- 
destined by God among the means of Grace for 


‘is Church.” 
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Here is a great theme handled in a great way. 
It is the product of a penetrating mind and a rever- 
ent spirit with a practical outlook upon life. On 
every page, we witness the deft touch of a masterful 


theological hand. —John R. Richardson. 


HicHways To FairH. David Wesley Soper. 
Westminster Press, Philadelphia 7, Pennsylvania. 
Price $2.75. 


In the. introduction to this book, Dr. Soper the 
editor, says, that in reading over its pages, he is 
impressed by three things: “First, ‘This is a lay- 
man’s book’; second, ‘These first person stories of 
spiritual pilgrimage accent growth within the fel- 
lowship of the Church, not radical departure as a 
prelude to commitment’; third, more souls are born 
in informal prayer groups than in formal worship.”’ 


‘These first person stories of new life and Chris- 
tian experience come from five people with different 
backgrounds. They are down-to-earth in simplicity. 
They are moving and forceful and will appeal espe- 
cially to lay-people of all Protestant denominations. 


ELuicotr’s COMMENTARY ON THE WHOLE 
BimBLE—-VoLUME II. Zondervan Publishing House, 
(grand Rapids, Michigan. Price $5.95. 


The second volume of Ellicott’s commentary deals 
with Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, Ruth, I and II 
Samuel. Deuteronomy and Joshua are expounded 
by Dr. C. H. Wells, Judges by F. W. Farrar, Ruth 
by Professor R. Sinker, I Samuel by Dean H. 
Spence and II Samuel by Dr. F. Gardiner. 


‘The introductory material to each of these books 
is extremely valuable. The contents, date of compo- 
sition and place in the Canon are all discussed with 
clarity and reverent scholarship. 


One of the noteworthy features of this commen- 
tary is that it does not waste time endeavoring ‘to 
explain the obvious, but rather seeks to throw light 
upon that which is not clear or is ambiguous. Here 
is a commentary that is of special value to Ministers 
and Sunday School teachers who are not trained to 
follow technical discussions relating to the Hebrew 
language, 


WeEstTMINSTER PuLpitr. G. Campbell Mor- 
gan. Volume I. Revell Publishing Co., Westwood, 
New Jersey. Price $4.00. 


Here are twenty-six messages printed word-for- 
word just as G. Campbell Morgan preached them 
to the multitudes from his pulpit in the historic 
Westminster Chapel, London, England. This is the 
first volume of the new ten-volume set called, ““The 
Westminster Pulpit.” These sermons embrace a 
wide variety in texts and themes but all center upon 
the bedrock of the Christian Faith. Among the sub- 
jects discussed are ‘““The Limitations Of Liberty,” 
“Christ In You The Hope Of Glory,” “The Re- 
turns Of Discipleship,” “The Authority Of Jesus,” 
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“The Spirit’s Testimony To The World,” “Abil- 
ity For Disability” and ‘The Purpose Of The 
Advent.” 


The sermons in this volume are all expository and 
of high homiletical quality. In addition, Fleming 
H. Revell Publishing Company has done an ex- 
cellent job in presenting these messages in large, 
readable type and upon good paper. We look for- 
ward to other volumes in this series. 


Tue Nature of CurisTIAN Worsuip. J. Alan 
Kay. Philosophical Library, 15 East 40th Street, 
New York, New York. Price $2.50. 


Worship is defined in this volume as man’s re- 
sponse to the nature and action of God. In our 
worship, we recognize and express God’s supreme 
worth and all the various activities that find a place 
in the services of the Church has this as their end. 
The author says, “The origin of worship lies in 
God’s revelation of Himself and therefore in all 
its parts it continually depends upon and constantly 
goes back to thoughts about God. In adoration, 
praise and thanksgiving, the mind is fixed upon 
what God is, what He has done and what He has 
given.” Of special interest to ministers are the 
chapters dealing with ‘“‘Corporateness In Worship,” 
“The Means Of Worship,” and “The Holy Com- 
munion.” In the chapter on “The Holy Commun- 
ion,’ the author reminds us that all centers in 
Christ. ‘““The remembrance is primarily a remem- 
brance of Christ, the fellowship is with Him, the 
covenant is made through Him, and the union with 
that which is eaten and drunk is a union with God 
and through Him.” 


RiGHtT ENROLLMENTS. C. Norman Bartlett. 
Moody Press, Chicago, Illinois. Price $ .75. 


This volume contains ten studies in the Epistle 
to the Romans. It is simplified and made practical 
for every day living. 


Letrers TO My DaAvuGHTER. Dagobert D. 
Rounes. Philosophical Library, New York, New 
York. Price $2.50. 


This is a personal testament of a distinguished 
philosopher of our time, a man of gifted and original 
insights who writes entertainingly to his daughter. 
Although this book is brilliantly written, the au- 
thor is not a Christian and what he has to say will 
not appeal to Christians. 


“THE House Is Stitt.” By Lillian Bennett 
Smith and Jean Smith Barrett. Christopher Pub- 
lishing House, Boston 20, Mass. Price $2.00. 


The authors of this volume have collaborated in 
bringing to the theater a moving drama enmeshed 
in the experiences of the humble American home 
caught in the grip of war in which the three great 
adventures of living: life, love, and death are de- 
picted. It is the portrait of Lieut. Bill Harrison, a 
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lovable college lad who thought he had the world 
at his finger tips. He loved life and all that was a 
part of it. Then came World War II and the house 
where joy and gaiety reigned was silenced. The 
Christmas background is interwoven in the plot as 
the theme lends itself to the Yuletide season. ‘The 
playwrights have long felt the need for good Christ- 
mas plays and they have adapted the play to this 
end. 


“THE PHILOSOPHY OF REVELATION.” By Her- 
man Bavynick. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $3.50. 


Herman Bavnick, one of the foremost Reformed 
theologians of modern times came into his widest 
influence during the early part of the century. 
Through his work at the Free University of Amster- 
dam, his lectures and his writings, he became known 
far beyond his native Holland. He was a man of 
broad insights and sympathies and almost legendary 
erudition, 


The present volume contains the six Stone Lec- 
tures on the philosophy of revelation delivered in 
Princeton in 1908-09 and four other lectures de- 
livered elsewhere about the same time. They demon- 
strate the author’s inclusive learning, his careful 
historical presentation, and his clarity and precision 
of expression. In them Bavnick develops his idea of 
the philosophy of revelation and its implications for 
philosophy, nature, history, religion, Christianity, 
religious experience, culture, and the future. His 
point of view is that the world is unexplainable 
without God, that physics, history, psychology, pre- 
supposes metaphysics and that none of the subjects 
under consideration here are intelligible or mean- 
ingful apart from special revelation. 


“Gop IN THE UNIversE.” Holger Christian 
Langmack. Philosophical Library, 15 East 40th St., 
New York 16, N. Y. Price $4.75. 

“God In the Universe’ presents the story of 
Creation as a dimensional, progression of: physics, 
biology, psychology, learning in psychiatry, sub- 
stantiated by the newly discovered Simple Mathe- 
tical Relativity. Thus science and religion become 
united in scientific faith. This work is highly tech- 
nical and would be of interest only to persons train- 
ed in advanced science, and mathematics. 


“ELLicoTt’s COMMENTARY ON THE WHOLE 
BistE — Votume VI.” Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $5.95. 


Charles John Ellicott, compiler of and contribu- 
tor to this Bible Commentary was one of the mos! 
outstanding scholars of the nineteenth century. He 
became Hulsean Professor of Divinity at Cambridge 
University in 1860. In 1863 he was consecrated a: 
Lord Bishop of Gloucester in Bristol. 


This work was originally known as ‘Ellicott’: 
Bible Commentary for English Readers.” It is now 
called “‘Ellicott’s Commentary on the Whole Bible.’ 
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it is an eight volume set. It is comprehensive in its 
‘reatment of books, chapters, and verses. 


Although the writers associated with Bishop 
Ellicott in this commentary were of different minds 
and different modes of individual thought, they all 
have one common purpose; namely, to interpret 
clearly and truly God’s Holy Word. There is a 
remarkable clearness and cogency in each volume of 
this commentary. This particular volume gives a 
verse by verse explanation of the four gospels. 


—John R. Richardson. 


“How To Pick A Wire.” By William W. Orr. 
Van Kampen Press, Wheaton, III. Price $ .75. 


This booklet is written for young people who 
are serious in selecting the kind of life partner who 
would be pleasing to the Lord. It contains much 
practical advice. 


“How to Get A HussBanp.” By William W. 
Orr. Van Kampen Press, Wheaton, III. Price $.75. 


This booklet was prepared for Christian girls, It 
offers wholesome counsel and parents would do well 
to place it in the hands of their daughters. 


“BirtH MArKS OF THE Born-AGAIN.” By 
Harry McCormick Lintz. Van Kampen Press, 
Wheaton, Price $1.00. 


By “birth marks” the author means the evidences 
of birth into the family of the redeemed, the in- 
herent qualities that mark those who are born 
again just as the wool of the sheep, the stripes of 
the zebra, and the neigh of the horse are identifying 
features of each kind. 


“LypiA, SELLER OF PurpPLE.” By Eleanor B. 
Steiner. Moody Press, Chicago, Ill. Price $1.00. 


This book contains eighteen devotional studies 
for women’s meetings. Each one is based on a pas- 
sage of Scripture that has a practical bearing on the 
Christian life. 


“DicTIONARY OF Mysticism.” Edited by Frank 
Gaynor. Philosophical Library, New York. Price 


$5.00. 


This book is a collection of brief and concise 
definitions of hard-to-find and hard-to-define terms 
used in Religious Mysticism, Psychical Research, 
Spiritualism, Alchemy and Astrology and in the 
Oriental philosophies of Buddhism, Brahmanism, 
Zoroastrianism, Magic and Demonology as well 
as in all those philosophies, religions and doctrines 
which teach and recognize the influence of, the super- 
human and supernatural in every man’s life and 
affairs. This work contains definitions of over 2200 
terms—hundreds of which appear now for the first 
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time in an English Language dictionary. This book 
will be of help as a reference work to scholars who 
are interested in Oriental Research. 


‘Poison PEDDLING.” By Bernard Brunsting. 
Van Kampen Press, Wheaton, Ill. Price $. 75. 


This little book is written to expose the indecent 
literature that is now being sold on America’s 
boulevards. Many will endorse the stand taken here 
against the indecent literature found in practically 
all American towns and cities. 


“T SHALL Not Want.” By Robert T. Ketcham. 
Moody Press, Chicago, Ill. Price $1.00. 


The author of this book has discovered some 
wonderful truths about the Great Shepherd—and 
has come back to the rest of us ot tell us what he 
has found so that we may go ahead with confidence. 
This exposition of the twenty-third Psalm is marked 
with deep spiritual insight. 


FUNDAMENTALS OF PEACE.” By 
A. Hamer Hall. Philosophical Library, New York. 
Price $3.00. 


Mr. Hall launches a challenging reply to those 
who argue that the moral law does not apply to the 
conduct of nations. The author was born in Eng- 
land and has long been a resident in the United 
States. He is the author of several works dealing 
with the principles of world peace which is a con- 
troversial subject and all will not be in agreement 
with him but he writes with clarity and is worthy 
of consideration. 


‘PROTESTANT CHRISTIAN EvipENceEs.” By Ber- 
nard Ramm. Moody Press, 820 N. La Salle Street, 
Chicago, Ill. Price $3.50. 


The intellectual questions of thinking people and 
Christian students are answered in this prize win- 
ning book of the Moody Press Text Book Contest. 
It is a strong reafirmation of the truths of the Gos- 
pel. All the subjects in the field of Christian evi- 
dences are presented here well outlined and in lucid 
style. 


This book should be of exceptional help to college 
and seminary students and those who need their 
faith in Christian truth to be strengthened. 


““THEY STAND TALL.” Kenneth Hall. Warner 
Press, Anderson, Ind. Price $2.00. 


This book adventures along with fifteen men and 
women of stature and tries to find out what makes 
them stand tall. In each case we notice that these 
people lost themselves in causes greater than them- 
selves. Their devotion reflects the spirit of Christ. 
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‘Radio Pals On 
Bar ‘T’ Ranch” 


By Charles Ludwig. Van Kampen Press, Wheaton, 
Ill. Price $1.00. 


A book that will be of great interest to Junior boys 
and girls. It is both entertaining and instructive. 


‘Triumphant Living” 


By John A. Morrison. Warner Press, Anderson, Ind. 
Price $1.75. 


This volume contains ten sermons on themes such 
as “When It Is Wrong to Pray”, “When Religion 
Stinks”, “This Is The Way We Build The Church”, 
“Singing In The Rain”, etc. 


“Dawn IN BANTULAND.” A. J. White and 
L. G. White. Christopher Publishing House, Boston 
20, Mass. Price $4.00. 


“Dawn In Bantuland” is a remarkable account 
of missionary experiences, observations, reminiscen- 
ces and reflections of two American Negro educa- 
tors who labored with the South African in South 
Africa, trying to help bring a little closer the reali- 
zation of the dreams and hopes of a struggling 


people. 


“THE NEGRO COMMUNITY WITHIN AMERICAN 
PROTESTANTISM 1619-1844.’ Leonard L. Haynes, 
Jr. Christopher Publishing House, Boston 20, 
Mass. Price $4.00. 


This volume is a scholarly treatise in which Dr. 
Haynes has mingled with great skill a tremendous 
amount of factual data with reasoned appraisal. It 
is valuable for its rich source of reference material. 


“THE CHURCH WE Love.” William LaRoe, Jr. 
Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, Nashville, Tenn. Price 
$1.25. 


This book is written expressly for laymen by a 
prominent lawyer who is an outstanding church 
leader. Mr. LaRoe is convinced that only through 
a mutually self-rewarding alliance with the church 
can men and women build satisfying lives. The book 
is inspirational and practical. The author writes, 
“Nothing in my whole life of more than six decades 
has meant as much to me as the church. Many years 
ago I fell in love with the church and the passing 
of the years has increased my love... For I long to 
have others get from the church what I have gotten 
and to be convinced as | have been convinced of the 
indispensability of Christ’s gospel in dealing with 
the great issues confronting our world today.” At 
times the author’s comments border on the super- 
ficial but taken as a whole, there is a wholesome 
tone throughout this volume. 
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“THE AMERICAN LEGION READER.” Selected by 
Victor Lasky. Hawthorn Books, Inc., Publishers, 
New York, N. Y. Price $4.95. 


Victor Lasky has provided in this volume an all- 
American collection of good reading for every 
American home, library, and school. It contains fic- 
tion, articles, humor, cartoons from the American 
Legion magazine, and other materials. Included 
also are first-hand reports on Communists and 
other subversive infiltration into American institu- 
tions. The editor states that he has spent thirty 
years gathering the material from which the con- 
tents of this book were selected. Needless to say, all 
the articles would not appeal to the reader as having 
equal value. Discrimination and discernment will 
have to be manifested in the reading of this volume. 


“THE GALILEANS.” Frank G. Slaughter. Dou- 
bleday and Co., 557 Madison Ave., New York 22, 
N. Y. Price $3.50. 


Mary Magdalene stands as one of the most in- 
triguing women of all the pages of the Bible. Now 
out of the stirring events of Jesus’ time, Frank G. 
Slaughter has fashioned the dramatic story of this 
woman from whom the Master “cast out seven 
demons” and of the brilliant young physician who 
loved her. Dr. Slaughter tells this epic story with 
dramatic force. Convincingly he takes Mary of 
Magdala through the passion and storms of her be- 
leaguered life, leading her in the triumph of her 
beloved Master’s resurrection. 


“GREAT SYSTEMS OF YOGA.” By Ernest Wood. 


Philosophical Library, New York, N. Y. Price 


$3.50. 


The author of this book has from his own ex- 
perience covering 38 years of residence in India, 
through conversations with many people practicing 


Yoga and from a long familiarity with all the prin- 


cipal books on this subject written in Sanskrit by 
the greatest authorities the last two thousand years 
or more, produced for us perhaps the most succinct 
accouit ever written. This book will have one value 
and that is to remind Christians of the importance 
of meditation in life. To the shame of the Christian, 
the Buddhist give more time to meditation than the 
professed followers of Christ. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 


“T hereby give and bequeath to the Board 
of Directors of the Southern Presbyterian 
Journal Company (incorporated under the laws 
of the State of North Carolina) $ 
for the use and benefit of said company.” 
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IMCOME 


a : Our Board of World Missions offers three convenient and 
: effective methods of sharing your principal as well as your 
income: 


1. Through the establishment of a memorial 
fund or endowment for Foreign Missions. 


2. Through a legacy to Foreign Missions writ- 
Z ten into your will. 


3. Through an Annuity Gift, from which you 
receive a life-time income, with the full 
amount of your gift going eventually to For-° 
eign Missions. | 


If you are interested in one or more of these methods of 
giving, we shall be happy to supply full information. 
Address your inquiry to 


CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 
BoarRD OF WORLD MISSIONS 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 
POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 
"To Foretgn Misstons a Share” 
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To Those Who 
Are Concerned 
A bout The 
Preservation 
And 
Continuation 
Of The 
Evangelical 
Witness And 
W ork Of 
The Southern 
Presbyterian 


Church 


If you join in this con- 
cern—a vital and 
pressing matter at this 
time—make your 
plans to attend the an- 
nual meeting of this 
group in Weaverville, 
N. C., beginning at 
10:00 o’clock in the 
morning on Wednes- 
day, August 18. Defi- 
nite plans will be dis- 
cussed and definite 
action taken. 
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